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“He ture tika, he whenua mau, he oranga moé nga uri.”
When the law is just, the land remains, and future generations flourish.

Thank you for the opportunity to submit on the Public Works Amendment Bill. SociaLink is
committed to mana orite partnership and honouring te Tiriti o Waitangi and as such this
submission focuses on the Bill’'s impact on Maori, specifically whenua Maori.

Why SocialLink is making a submission on this bill

Our work includes supporting communities to have access to and agency over the determinants
of their social, health and financial wellbeing. Land or whenua is central to Te Ao Maori. It is a
taonga imbued with exercising values of kaitiakitanga and manaakitanga.? Much of what was
Maori land was confiscated by the Crown or lost through discriminatory legislation and action,
despite Te Tiriti o Waitangi agreements on kawanatanga (governance), tino rangatiratanga (self-
determination) oritetanga (equity) signed between hapu, iwi and the Crown. Of what is
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remaining, up to a third is landlocked with no physical access unless consent from neighbouring
owners is given.?

Determinants of wellbeing include access to land and the ability to develop it if wished, for
homes/kainga, business, horticulture or other purposes. Other determinants include decent
incomes, food, education, safe housing, flourishing cultural and spiritual practices, a healthy
natural environment. There is considerable evidence about the negative socio-economic and
health consequences for people with poor access to these essential elements and the
disproportionate impact on Maori.*

We are therefore submitting on this Bill because we are worried there are proposed clauses
which may affect the ability of Maori to retain their whenua.

Specific proposals in the Bill

While some provisions offer improvements for Maori landowners, as outlined below, the
devastating historical grievances of past land confiscations (raupatu) and ongoing alienation of
Maori land creates significant concern that the Bill does not sufficiently protect whenua Maori
land rights or uphold Maori rangatiratanga and the intergenerational responsibilities attached to
it.

Socialink opposes any aspects of the Bill that fail to uphold Maori rangatiratanga, Maori
land rights, and equity of access. This includes provisions that reduce transparency or
accessibility, such as limiting notices of proposed land acquisition to online-only formats.

SocialLinkurges stronger safeguards where local authorities seek to compulsorily acquire Maori
land, aligned with Crown processes that require joint ministerial decision-making, but at an
equivalent territorial authority level, reflecting Te Tiriti partnership and active protection
obligations.

The following provisions of the Bill are supported as they move the legislation closer to equity,
transparency, and recognition of Maori land rights, though they do not go far enough to fully meet
Te Tiriti obligations:

e Equitable Valuation: valuing Maori freehold land as if it were general land for
compensation (Section 62(4)), supporting fairness and reducing historic inequities in
land valuation.

e Extended Negotiation Period: extending the minimum negotiation period from three
months to six months for Maori freehold land with more than four beneficial owners
(Section 18(4)(b)), enabling more meaningful consultation and collective decision-
making.

e Compulsory Acquisition Safeguards: requiring joint ministerial decision-making for
compulsory acquisition of protected Maori land (Section 23B(a)(b)), strengthening

e Crown accountability and reflecting Te Tiriti partnership.
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